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;- Pro-Choice Montana

February 21, 2007
Chairman Stoker, Members of the Committee,

For the record, my name is Allyson Hagen, and I am the director of NARAL Pro-Choice
Montana Foundation.

I stand in strong support of HB 612.

There are few things that would do more to prevent unintended pregnancies and STDs in
Montana than this bill. It’s the kind of common ground, common sense measure that people
from both sides of the aisle can support.

In fact, poll after poll of Americans shows broad public support for sex education programs. Ina
recent article published in the Archives of Pediatrics and Adolescent Medicine 82% of those
surveyed supported programs that teach students about both abstinence and other methods of
preventing pregnancy and STDs. Conservatives, liberals, and moderates all support this type of
sex education program including: 70% of conservatives, 86% of moderates, and 92% of liberals.

It is a rare opportunity where we can find such widespread agreement from people of varying
political ideologies.

Montana teens deserve access to information that will allow them to lead healthy lives and make
responsible decisions.

In the era of HIV/AIDS, we’re not just talking about unintended pregnancies--we’re talking
about saving the lives of our young people. Let’s not send our teens out into the word without

the protection and information they need.

Please support this measure.










